WEATHER.

ture close to zero.
winds.

hours: Highest, 38, at 3 p.m
lowest, 13, at 10 a.m. tt[ﬁa_v.
Full report on page 15.

Fair, colder tonight; lowest tempera-
Tomorrow,

warmer; moderate to fresh northwest

Temperature for the past twenty-four

fair,

. yesterday;
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SETH LOW SHOWS
THE NATION'S NEED
FOR PREPAREDNESS

Voices Plea at Opening Ses-
sion of National Civic
Federation.

TELLS WAY TO PREVENT
EUROPE’S ANTAGONISMS

In Strength of Arms and Willing- |
ness to Die Lies America's
Safety, He Says.

GOMPERS PRESIDES

SAMUEL

Miss Wetmore, in Reporting for
Woman's Department, Welcomes
Any Plan for Defense Which
Will Quicken the Na-
tional Spirit.

n-
for

\nother strong plea for
creased military preparedness
the United States, with the back-
ing of a great and powerful or-
ganization representing capital,
lahor and the public of the coun-
try, was made today at the gpen-
ing session of a two-day conven-
tion of the National Civic Fed-
eration at the New Willard Hotel.

The plea was voiced by Seth
Low, president of the organiza-|
tion. who is the former mayor of
New York and the former head of
Columbia University. in the pres-|
ence of a distinguished gathering |
of some of the most prominent
men and women of the country,
the latter being present to par-
ticipate in what was a joint ses-
sion of the main body of the fed-
cration and the woman’s depart-|
ment of the organization. Samuel |
Gompers, president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor, vice
president of the federation, pre-
sided.

Wherein Lies Nation's Safety.

Mr. Low was cheered to the echo by
all elements when he said:

“If the United Stales to prevent
the antagonisms and hates of Europe
mand ite age-long tradition=z of empire
from finding lodgment on thi=s conti-
nent after the war, it must be hy the
strength of our own right arm and by
the willingness to die for what is cer-
tainly precious to our=elves and for
whitt we believe to be no legs precious
to humanity.”

| commons today that the Turkish forces

|

Toduv's sessions of the convention,
which took place at 19 am. and 2.30
p.m., were not intended to be devoted

to the subject of military preparedness. |
That will come up tn 4 special session |
of the Organization tomorrow merning,
but the subject of sglequate defenses
for the United State= Y= largely engag-
ing the attention of the membera, and
the womazn's department intends to
Play a2 very large part in the discus-
ston of this public question, having or-

ganized what i= called “The Woman's
Bection of the Movement for National
F'reparedness ™ The latter organiza-
You, which i amalgamated with the
eatire womun's section of the federa-
tion, is composed of the same promi-

tnent women who =o efficiently handled
the women's end of the Belgian relief
work., The whole woman's section of
the federation lntends this coming vear
' tevest it=elf in the work of in-
evenEed nilitary preparedpnezs for the
Voutted Stute

Tl hawever, many other impor-|
tant =ubjects came up tor discussion |
at the convention sessinns as the resilt
ol sarious (mportant reports presented
tine of these was the report of Louis A.
Coanlidz. nf wtotn forimer assistant

retur af * treasury, pow treas-

“r ol the I'nited =hoes Marhinerv
vempany, wha is chalrman of the wel-
tare depanrtment of the federiation e
surprized his hearers hy decluring that
representative  leaders of organized
labwir are opposed to the practice of
piotit-sharing between emplover and
etinlove He =aid labor men belisve

that emplovers find profit-shiring use-
ful to weaken an disrupt trade unions.

|T irks had been beaten at Oirah, on the

DEFEAT FOR TURKS
INTWO CAMPAIGNS

Admit Having Retired Before
New Russian Offensive in
the Caucasus.

VICTORY ON THE TIGRIS
IS CLAIMED BY BRITISH

Turkish Forces in Mesopotamia
Said to Be in Retreat Toward
Kut-El-Amara.

BERLIN, January 17, by wire-
less to Savville.—After delaying
for a week the advance of strong
Russian forces in the Caucasus,
the Turks have withdrawn their
advanced posts several miles at}
some points, according to the!
Turkish official staterdTent of to-
dav, received here from Constan-
tinople.

Turks Admit Retirement.
“In the Caucasus the Russians repeat-
ed their altacks against Turkish posi-

tions on both banks of the Arasa. suf-

fering heavy losses, especially in the
distriet between the Arasa and the Inid
Here Turkish advanced posts
some kilometers, after having

encmy

valley.
retired
delayved strong
week."”

forces for one

Regarding operations in Mesopota-
mia the statement says:
“There has been intermittent artillery

fire near Kut-el-Amara.™

Defeated in Mesopotamia.

LOXNDON, January 17, 3:23 p.m.—An-
nouncement was made in the house of

in Mesopotamia have fallen back to
within six miles of Kut-el-Amara.

The announcement was made by J.
Austen Chamberlain, secretary for In-

dia, who said the Turks had retreated
a3 the resuit of ancther British victory.

The Turkish positions at Waddi, he
sald, were carried Saturday by the
British.

Approved by War Council.

The recent operations in Mesopota-
mia, including the advance to Ctesi-
phon, were coneldered and - pproved by
the war council, said Mr. Chamberlain.

"It would not be in the public in-
terest that I should make any state-
ment on the scope of the operations
now in progress. Information of that
kKind in the present circumstances
would be far more valuable to the en-
emy than to the house.

“On the 11th instant, [ announced to

the house that the enemy had retired
to Esslan. a position six miles east of
Kut-el-Amara. He, however, appa-
rently advanced again on the 12th
to what is called in the telegram the
Waddi position. Since then we have
received telegrams from Gen, Town-

shend up to the morning of the 15th,
and from these telegrams it appears
that (ien. Aylmer was pressing back
two divigions on the left bank at and
about the Waddi position.

Fighting Is Continuous.

_‘ There was continuous fighting on the
15th in the neighborhoed, and on the
marning of the 14th Gen. Aylmer re-
ported thut the enemy was again re-
tiring and that he himself was moving
hiz headquarters and his water trans-
port to thg mouths of the Waddi. On
the 15th (ien. Avimer reported that the
whole of the Waddi pesition had been
captured and the enemy rear guard
hitd teken up a position at Essian.
“Gen. Avimer reports that the opera-
tion= were aeriously hampered through-
ot by the weather, and 1 am sorry to
=ay thiat the weather is reported to bhe
bad.  All the wounded have Leen sent
down the river.'

Pressing the Turks Hard.

This is the second defeat for the Turks
in Mesoapatamia in the last few davs, as
given in British offMicial reports. It was|
announced in London yesterday that the;

Tizris, twenty-five miles below Kut-el-
Amara, and were in retreat.

The attack i= being made by the army
af Gen. Axlmer. which ig advancing in
an attempt to form a junction with the
original British expedition unéer Gen.
Townshend, which {5 now at Kut-el-
Awara. This armmy retired to that polnt
December 5, having heen defeated in an
advance on Bagdad :fter gelting within
less than twenty miles of the city. It is
now surrounded and hard pressed by the
Turks.

/
Wage Commission Recommendations

A J Porter, chalrman of the minj-
mum wage crommizsion of the federa-
tlon, recommended thuat the Irepart
ments of Cammerce nnd Labor make
& joint investigation of the relation of
Jabor to the location of industries And
the «fMect of legisintion on hehalf of
wornmen and illdren on industries and
workers. P Tecumseh Sherman, chair-
man of the social insurance department,
snld that tne higher wages of the

United States with appropriate means
1o insurs one’'s self i3 fur hetter than
the low wage syvstems of Europe with
compulsory insurance

Thomas W. Shelton of Norfollk, Va., |
ehgirman of the uniforin aw commit-
tee of the American Bar Associntion,
declared that if Congress N
direct the manner in which -
shall act that s equivalent 1o dires
the result of the erations
courts and maintalned 1k
ought to bhe selecteal by arganizat)
of lawyers. Other reports included
those on pension problems, indusirial

hygiene, changes in labor conditions
and the growth of employers” welfare
work

Miss Maude Wetmore, in presenting
the report of the woman's department,

“Any plan of military preparedness
which make= the fag under which we
Uve the embiem of our life, onr all, and
net a rag with which to protect the corpes

from which the spirit has fled’ 1 wel-
come.”

She spoke of the work done by the
Distriet of Columbia section of the
woman's departinent of the federation in
glowing terms. Reporting on  the ue-

itvities of the District section of women,
Mrs. Archibald Hopkins, chairman of the
section, described the work of the surgical
dressings committee for relief in
Europe; the school committee, working

{Centinued on Fourth Page.)

| ENDS THIRTY-DAY FAST,
| DRINKING MALTED MILK

{J. Ray Adams Says He Is Feeling
Fine—Loses Only About Ten
Pounds in Weight.

After thirty dayvs of fasting, J. Ray
Adams, clerk of the Senate committes
on woman suffrage, today took a glass
of malted milk. He pluns to increase
his food gradually, fearing that if he

uddenly began eating regular meals
| again after his long abstinence from
: food (e old trouble from which he suf-
fered and on account of which he un-
dertook to fast might return Mr.
Adams ool no food whiteyey during
| the thirty duys, but  every morning
[drank a large glass of Lot water,

Mr. Adams said today that he wius
feeling fine, and he louked it.  He Jost

tsome ten pounds or more weight on ac-
:--ulll’ll of his abstinence from food, he
__::z:, but expects to regain this weight

A remarkable feature of Mr. Adams'
fast was that it did not prevent
from attending to his regular work at
the Capitol, nor did it prevent him frem
:i,.lnng a4 certaln amount of exercime
Aally.

Belgian Steamer Afire at Sea.
V1460, Spain. January 16, via Paris,
January 17.—A wireless call for help
has heen received from the Belglan
stegmer Lille, which reports that she is
aflre 1495 miles off this port,

The Maritime Register mentions ne

FOR STANDARDIZING
PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Representative Clark Urges
Adoption of Omnibus Bill
This Session.

SUPERVISING ARCHITECT'S
METHODS ARE ATTACKED

Office Is Five Years Behind in Its
Work, He Tells the House of
Representatives.

An attack on the office of the
supervising architect of the
Treasury and the general man-
ner of treating the question of
public buildings by the executive
departments was made in the
House today,when Repyﬁqentative
Clark of Florida, chairman of the
public buildings and grounds
committee, delivered a speech in|
favor of an omnibus building bill
this Representative
Clark also denied vigorously that
the committee is a pork barrel
affair, and challenged any one to
prove to the contrary. Wasteful-
ness in public building bills he
laid at the door of republican
committees, and recommended
that a standardized type of build-
ings be used all over the country
so as to help the supervising ar-
chitect to catch up to his work.

session.

Mr. Clark’s Address.

Representative Clark sald, in part:

“Congress in every item of every gen-
eral public building bill has left the
cost in the discretion of the Treasugy

MAKING

THE WAR BONNET.

Department. We have never enacted
that a specific sum of money should be {s0 many years given the world such an

expended in the construction of a gov- |eXampie of spineless statesmanshlp,
buildi s DR me and have with such unconcerned com-
ernment uilding Iin a particular e, placency witnessed the execulive ap-

but in each and every case we have fix-
ed the maximum of cost bevond which
the Treasury Department could not go.
For instance, where we provided for a
building at a given place with an au-
thorization of $100,000 we have always
expressly fixed that amount as theJ
“limit of cost,’ and if In such case the po Jdentcapie to e

department in its discretion felt that ;:l‘!’:!::fear;w&nez baur;;ﬂl;:: Oﬂpermé“ °n
a fifty-thousand-dollar building would |y, "oovernment. It is neither in the
answer the purpose thers has never interest of economy nor is it in the in-

thi to hinder the construc- terest of good administration to have
posn MU e thim or any other branch of the publie

propriation of practically all our pre-
rogatives, that even the janitors and
messengers of executive departments no
longer have respect for the House of
Representatives, but instead appear to
have a pitying contempt for what they
regard am a harmless aggregation of
legislative mollycoddles,

“1 think we will all agree that from
very viewpoint it is desirable to have

tion of £ cheaper building. If, there- lservice flve or six years behind in its
fore, magnificent, monumental build- lwark. Tt is better in governmental af-
ings have been constructed in one-|fyjra, as It is better in individual af-

horse crossroads towns, where the bus- rather than
iness of the government did not de-
mand it, and thereby the money of the
people has been needlessly wasted, the
fault lies at the door of the Treasury
Tlepartment and Is not chargeable to
us.’

He continued:

“The office of the supervising archi-
tect of the Treasury Department is
ahout five veare behind in its worlk, and
there ix not the slightest prospect un-
der existing methods of ever catching
up. There are, to my mind, two reasons
why that Bureaw or branch of the serv-|
ice is 8o far hehind. One rea=on i1 the
fact that some years ago the then
Secretary of the Treasury, without au-
thority of law, imsued orders to his
snhordinates tha tthey were to con-
struct in one year only 25 per cent of
the buildings provided for in a gen-
eral public building bill but recently
passed. Thus it will he scen that with
one stroke of the pen and in utter con-
tempt for the will of Congrers these
buildings were thrown three years be-
hind.

“Nullify Acts of Congress.”

“T want to say right here that this
practice of executive departments i=-
suing orders which practically have the
effect of nullifving acts of Congress has
grown to such proportions and has
heen so long and persistently practiced

fairs, to drive your work
have your work drive you. If it i=2 con-
ceded that it is desirable to catch up
and keep up with this impertant work
of the government, the question, how
can it be done, naturally arises.

Two Changes Necessary.

“Mr. Speaker, | have given a good
deal of thought to this guestion and 1
believe that two things are absolutely
necessary to be done in order to ae-
complish the de=ired result.

“First, T helieve it f= ahsolutely
necessary to reorganize the office of
the supervizing architect and place at
the- head of it a first-class architect
whn is also a practical, common-senge
man of good executive ability. I admit
that this combination is hard to find,
#% moet good architects are, as a rule,
finpractical, vizionary dreamers, but
there are some who measure up to the
requirement, and [ have in mind now a
gentleman whe, in my judgment, will
fully meet the requirements in this par-
ticular case.

“Second.
ings wherever posgible.
of standardizing has bheen much dis-
cussed and most of the architects are
opposed to the idea. But it requires no
technical architectural knowledge to

Standardization of build-
This gquestion

that the departmental weto ha= come | know that the plan is entirely feasible.

= 2 vew. 1 iz not only feasible but good busi-
to be recognized as a !Bgl”m"‘n BOV-{ egn Jjudgment demands it as a saver
ernmental function. Congress is no|gf hoth time and money in public hutld-

ing construction

“T am fully aware that both climate
and the topography of the country are
to bLe congidered, but from the Arst
floor up a standard type can be used, no
matter what ‘the lay of the land’ or
climatic conditions may be. But, Mr.
Spraker, my plan of standardization
would be to divide the states of the
Union into groups, with particular ref-
erence to climate and topography, and
then divide the cities and towns of
each group Iinto classes"

longer the supreame power In matters of
legislation. We, the chiosen representa-
tives of the people, selected by popular
vote every two veurs, charged with
the duty of writing inle the law of the
lund the will of the soversign eitizen-
ship of the republic, sit =mupinely hy
while mere appointecs of the executive
sel aside and declare null and void our
most solemn enactments., We have
tamely submitted to executive en-
croachment for so long; we have for
*

Department Store Advertising

During the year 19135 the seven large department
stores in Washington used 6,228 751 lires of adver-
tising space to tell their shopping news.

These stores have built their great businesses by
this policy of information. They know from long
experience how to get direct results and naturally
use publicity in proportion to the return from the
expenditurne in each instance.

LAST YEAR’'S ADVERTISING
Seven Department Stores

Lines.

The Evering and Sunday Star.... .-.3,147,963

. .1,270,055
..1,216,421
594.312

3,080,788

.
.

2d Daily and Sunday Newspaper..
3d Daily and Sunday Newspaper..
4th Daily and Sunday Newspaper......

The Star printed more advertising of these great
department stores by 67,175 lines than all the other
Washington newspapers combined.

ship named Lille.

TOCONSULTHR. WILSON
ON THE DISTRCT L

House Subcommittee Likely to Re-
fer Matters Affecting Execu-
tive Functions.

Tt bhreame known today that the Pres-
ident mayv be consulted by members of
the subcommitiee in charge of the Dis-
triet appropriation bill concerning mat-
ters which are likely to be inserted in
the mearsure hefora it is reported to
the House. The President, in his o:
pacity as “mayor of Washington,” may
he asked to express his wishes on some
of the proposals which affect, directly
ar indirectly, some function of the ex-
eculive bhranch of the government.

One of the most likely is the recom-
mendation of the Commissioners to
mitke a change in the manner of ap-
pointing the recorder of deeds so that
the appointment will be made by the
trl':nnlmiwionkrs instead of by the Presi-

nt.

Representative Howard Approves.

The subcommittea has not touched
upon this particular section of the hill,
except to read it at the hearing. Rep-
resentative Howard of Georgla, at the
tirne the bill was heing read, expressed
his opinion that he believed it would bhe
a wise more, provided the President
hag no objection.

It is understood since that time the
subcommirtes has not considered this
ttem, and i1 75 expected that Chairman
Page will consult the President he-
fore any report is made to the full ap-
propriations  committee. HRepresenta-
tives in Congress have heard that the
President is anxious to rvid himself of
the appointment,

TO SERVE PAPERS IN SUIT
AGAINST JOSEPH LEITER

Officers Represent Owner in Proceed-
ings to Recover Possession of
Chartered Houseboat.

NEW ORLEANS, January 17.—Deputy
Linited States marshals today were re-
ported to have arrived at Cubits gap,
ninety miles down the Mississippi, to
serve upon Joseph Leiter, Chicago mil-
lionaire, papers in a suit filed here by
Garret E. Lamb, Clinton, lowa, million-
aire, to recover Mr. Lamb's houzeboat,
the Summer Girl, from Mr. Leiter.

Mr. Leiter, with a party of friends,
left here last Tuesday for the Delta
country to hunt and fish, having char-

tered the houseboat from Lamb. Fri-
day the houseboat's captain and crew
returned here from Orange farm, sixty
miles south, and reported Mr. Iseiter
discharged them because the captain
| rafused to continue the trip Thuraday
nizht duaring a high wind.

REPRESENTATIVE CROSSER
REINTRODUCES HIS BILL

‘Provides for Municipal Ownership
and Operation of Street Rail-
ways in District.

| Representative Crosser today rein-
| troduced his bill for the municipal
| ownership and operation of the street
| vallways of the DMstrict of Columbia.
| The bill is in exactly the same form
as it was originally introduced by Mr.
Crosser March 30, 1914. However, Mr.
Crosser has in mind several minor
changes for the bill, ard he believes
these can be effected In committee.

The blll provides that a proceeding.

for the condemnation of street rail-
ways shall be started by the Commis-
sioners, and the public utilities com-
mission is to hear and determine the
proceeding.

The commission is to examine the
railroads’ properties affected, and at
the close of the hearing shall make
public the amount the District is to
pay for the properties. The Court eof
Afipeals i= given exclusive jurisdiction
fo hear and deﬁermine any exceptions
which may be fled against the award
of the commission. The court would
have the power to set aside the public
utilities commission findings.

Payment for the railroads thus pur-
chased by the District i= to be made by
the =sale of bonds by the District of Co-
lumbia.

SUPREME COURT OF U. S.
HAS UNIQUE SITUATION

Not Qualified Today to Hear Argu-
ment in Government Cases, First
Time in Decade.

For the first time In a decade or more,
the Supreme Court of the United States
was not qualified teday to hear argu-
ment in government cases. Only five
members were both present and elig-
ible to sit in such cases, and the law
requires six at least s=hall consider
each case before it

Chief Justice White, for the first time
since he was promoted to the head of
the rourt, was unable to preside on a
decigion day. He was confined to his
home with a cold. .Justice McKenna,
senior associate justice, presided.

Justice Day was at his home, recu-
perating from an attack of grip

Justice McReyvnolds was disgqualified
on aceount of his service as Attorney
tieneral from considering government
cases now hefore the court

No appointment has been made as vet
to fll the wvacancy created by the
death of Justice Lamar.

GERMANY IS TO AVENGE
“MISDEED” BY BARALONG

BERLIN, January 17, by wireless to
Sawville, N. Y.—Announcement was
made in the reichstag today by Dr. Al-
fred ' Zimmerman, undersecretary for
foreign affairs, that the German gov-
ernment would “most certainly find
wayva and means of getting satisfaction
for the shocking misdeed” attributed
to the crew of the British patrol boat
Baralong, which is charged with hav-
ing killed defenseless Germans from a
submarine sunk by the patrol boat.

GERMAN EMPEROR, CURED,
RETURNS TO THE FRONT

BERLIN, January 16, London,
January 17.—The official
communication was issued today:

“After Em-
peror William returned Sunday after-

via
following

his compilete recovery,

noon to the war theater.”

ROME, January 17.—According to
reports received by the Vatican, Em-
peror William underwent an operation
last Thursday. Although the operation
is described as having been successful,
ig is said a week must elapse be-
fore his majesty may be pronounced
out of danger.

T0 REDUCE GASOLINE PRICE.

Representative Johnson's Bill Pro-
vides Prohibitive Tax.

A bill intended to reduce the price of
gasoline was introduced today by Rep-
resentative Johnson of Kentucky,

It proposes that whenever the first
vender sells a gallon of gasoline at a
price as high as 15 cents a gallon he
shall pay a tax of 31 for each gallon,

and an additional tax of a deollar a
gallon for each cent above that figure,

THINK DISASTER DUE
TONATURAL CALSES

Officials Inquiring Into E-2
Explosion Reported to Have
Reached Conclusion.

NO CREDENCE IN RUMOR
OF OUTSIDE AGENCIES

Edison’s Engineer Confident Batter-
ies Were Not Responsible—Sec-
retary Daniels’ New Rule.

NEW YORK, January 17.—Officials
conducting the two inquirfes—civil and
naval—into the cause of the internal
explosion Saturday on the submarine
E-2 at the New York navy yard, which
caused the death of four men and seri-
ous injuries to ten others, were con-
vinced today, it was learned at the
yard, that the accident was due entire-
ly to natural causes. They were giv-
ing no consideration to the suggestion
that outside agencies might have been
responsible, it was said.

Three Men in Critical Condition.

Three of the six enlisted men who
were Injured were still in a critical
condition today at the Naval Hospital.

The four civilians in a city hospital
were sufficiently recovered to be gques-
tioned by Coroner Wagner. Three of
them told the coroner they were suf-
fering from colds last Saturday, and
were -therefore unable to detect the
possible presence of gas within the hull.
The fourth man, however, said that he
smelled only the usual odor of gas and
oil previous to the explosion.

Statement by Reese Hutchinson.

A statement, declaring that the new
Edison storage battery could not in
any way have been responsible for
the explosion has been made by Mil-
ler Reese Hutchinson, chief engineer
for Thomas A. Edison, and a member of
the naval consulting board.

The statement also says:

“As to the Edison battery, with all
the facts and conditions before me, [ see
no reason to recommend to Mr. Edison
any changes or alterations in the
theory, construction or method of in-
stallation of the Edison submarine-
tyvpe storage battery. The battery in
the E-I does not appear to have been
injured in the least.”

The preliminary inquiry into the ex-
plogion was held in secret yesterday
by the board of inquiry appointed by
Rear Admiral Nathaniel R. Usher, com-
mandant of the navy yard. Neither Ad.
miral Usher nor any of those present
would discuss what occurred at the In-
quiry. Persons on board or near the
E-2 at the time of the explosion were
questioned at length, however.

Rear Admiral U"sher made the follow-
ing formal statement last night:

“The board of inquiry met today and
went aboard the submarine, where they
conducted a thorough invesligation.
The investigation was not finished and
therefore the board will again meet to-
morrow. No conclusion was reathed.”

More Thorough Inspection Ordered.

.LBatu-rics. engines and other wital
parts of submarines hereafter will be
tested more thoroughly in laboratories
hefore they are placed aboard the un-
derwater boats. That policy, an-
nounced by Secretary of Navy Daniels
today. will be inaugurated with a view
of preventing, as far as is possible, the
recurrence of such an explosion as that
which destroved the submarine E-Z, in
the New York navy yvard Saturday.

“The battery of the E-2" Mr. Daniels
said, “was placed aboard the vessel as
an experiment, there heing at the time
no other way in which it could be test-
ed. The vessel was prepared especially
for that purpose.

“l have asked an initial appropria-
tion of $1,000.000 for the erection of a
naval laboratory where batteries, en-
gines and other mechanical parts of
the navy's ships may be tested and ex-
periments conducted to assure their
=afety. This ought to be done before
they are installed on the boats, and
what resources the navy now has will
be used for thal purpose.”

Report From Board Not In.
The bhoard of investigation in session
at the New York yard examining the g-2
had not reported to the Navy Depuart-

ment today, and no further informa-
tion concerning the explosion Thad
reached officials here. Rear Admiral
I'sher, commandant of the yard, how-
cver, is expected to send a prelimi-
nary survey of the findings to Sec-

relary Daniels either today or tomor-
row.

It was announced that Secretary
Daniels would designate a board of
tnquiry composed of naval experts to
make a searching examination of the
wrecked vessel and ascertain, if possi-
ble, the cause of the explosion, which
so fur-is unknown to officials here. The
board will be ecomposed of officers
especially familiar with submarine
construction and equipment, and their
appointment will be announced as
soon as Secrelary Daniels completes
the selection.

SPANISH STEAMER SUNK;
LOSS OF LIFE INDICATED

LONDON, January 17.—The Spanish
steamer Belgica has been sunk. Twenty-

three members of the crew were saved.

The last mention of the Belgica in
available maritime records notes her ar-
rival December 12, at Heysham, Eng-
land, from Sagunto, Spain. The steamer
was owned by the I[nternational Navi-
gation Company of Bilbao. Her gross
tonnage was 2,105,

British Guns Bombard Lille.

BERLIN. January 16, wvia London,
January 17.—DBritish artillery is bom-
barding the important French town of
Lille.- near the Belgian border and in-

side the (German lines, but so far the
shells have caused only slight damage
to the place, the German headquarters
announced today.

Austrians Capture Italian Trench.
BERLIN, January 17, by wireless 1o
say\-me.'—- Austro - Hungarian troops
took an Italian trench near Tolmino
Saturday, according to an official
statement issued by the Austro-Hun-
garian headquarters. The Ausirian

statement adds that Ttalian artillery
activity was increased Saturday at

Mount San Michels and against the Tel-

mino-Gorizia and Mrzlivth bridge-
heads.

NEUTRAL ZONEIN
MEXICO PROPOSED
BY SENATOR GORE

Would Have Territory Policed
by Governments of Both
Nations.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZES
TREATY WITH CARRANZA

Oklahoman Says Action Is Necessary
Unless Disorders South of Rio
Grande End Soon.

OPPOSITION TO INTERVENTION

Mr. Thomas Tells Senate Whole
Trouble Is Due to Commercial
Rivalry of Foreign Concerns
That Are Backing
Agitation.

Establishment of a neutral zone
in northern Mexico, to be jointly
policed by the governments of
Mexico and the United States un-
less Mexican disorder is speedily
controlled, is proposed in a reso-
lution introduced today by Sena-
tor Gore, democrat, of Oklahoma.

The resolution, referred to the
foreign  relations committee,
would authorize the President of
the United States to enter into
an agreement with Gen. Carranza
as first chief of the de facto go¥-
ernment of Mexico, under which
order would be restored and life
rendered secure in that portion of
the republic adjacent to the
United States. There was no dis-
cussion oi the resolution in the
Senate.

Opposes Intervention Now.

Senator Thomas of Colorado said te-
day, concerning the Mexican situatiom:

“T do not believe in armed interven-
tion in Mexican affairs so long as it
can be avoided consistently with the
nation’s duty to itself and its obliga-
tions as the exponent of the Monroe
doctrine. The soundness of this view
seems to me self-evident. There "are,
however, specific reasons to sustain it
The first and most important is that
intervention involves the[perrgaﬁﬁ:

seupation of the country. make
OCcCupa knowledge of the

assgertion from my

Mexican character and the Mexican
country.

“The duty which we anssumed when
we intervened for the Filipinog is a

modest one compared with that aris-
ing from Mexican intervention.

“A second reason is the right of the
Mexican people to settle their own
troubles in their own way. As Senator
Williams aptly put it, *They have a
right to govern themselves and that
right of self-government in\':-l\'eu the
right of self-misgovernment. Merely
because the latter prevails we have no
rizht of interference. Moreover, a war

with Mexico, for that is what inter-
vention means. would not only revive
but intensify the racial and political

antagonisms with the Latin peoples to
the south of the United States, now
happily disappearing. due in large part
to our policy regarding Mexieo.

The Real Beneficiaries,

“[ast, but by no means least, is the
fact that the commercial rivals, largely
responsible for Mexico's unhappy condl-
tlon, have, in my opinion, been strong for
mntervention for years. And these will be
the principal beneficiaries of a war the
cost of which in the expenditure of Tlood
and treasure will he enormous
“Aexican intervention when it does oe-
A country
inured

cur will pe ne holiday affair,
containing S.000 000  popualation
to wa= ny the esperience of =ix Tillood v

years and comprising 6000 cquare

miles of diversified territory. including an
enormous streteh of seaboard, can neither
be conguered nor pavified without long
and strenuous effort, .

“0Of course, these cousiderations should

not deter us from Laking action when (9
do so becomes imperative.  The concrets
situation ig criticul because of (he tragedy
of last Wednesday. the horror of which
hus naturally stirred the bloed and
aroused the indignation of the people I
sympathize with and in some degree share
in the impulse to move on Mexico !
once. But it is obvious that the mbomesut
of passion is pot one for wise or intelli-
gent action. We must  remember  that
Italy, Japan and China have beesn
larly stirred by oceurrences in An
and very sensibly  reflected
could not justify wur It is troe
Mexico does nor enjoy a stable gove
ment. Bat it has a govermmenl, never-
theless, wheose head =hould be reguired
and then given opportunity to punish the
murderers amd make reparation.
“When Carranza fails or becomes un-
able to do this intervention may be
necessary. We can amnd must give him
this opportunity or establish a precedent
which may return to plague us in the
near future.”

Americans Being Concentrated.

Concentration of Americans at Tor-
reon, Monterey and other points whera
Carranza troops can afford them great-
er protection was reported to the Stale
Department today by Consul General
Hanna, at Monterey. He said sixty
Americans and others employed at the
Penoles Mining Company, near Ma-
- orth of Torreeon, had arrived
mulely at Monterey. With them were
a few from Asarco. Americans who
have been on the property of the Tia-
hualilo plantation in the Laguna dis-
trict. are at Torreon and Lerdo, a sub-
urb.

Mr. Hanna notified the department of
the dispatch of Carranza Teinforce-
ments from Monterey to Torreon, ndd-
ing that “the Carranga government i3
in earnest in efforts to improve con-
ditlons and to prevent further assault
on - Americans. Good order heire s
maintained.”

Preparing Data for Senate.
Preparation by State Department ofi-

clals of data for the Senate régarding

the de facto government in MexXico, and
receipt of renewed assurances from
Carranzs that be make

2

= il A




